Dear invited speakers,

It is about time to announce a detailed program about our NCTS 2003 Summer Workshop in Algebraic Geometry. Unfortunately, a new disease called SARS is spreading very quickly around the globe, and Asia is the most hard-hit area. Although Taiwan is not yet in the WHO warning list for tourists and the Taiwanese Government is trying every effort in controlling this disease, the situation does not seem to have significant improvement. Also some travel restrictions imposed by governments have made travelling very inconvenient for many participants.

Because of the on-going uncertainties of the situation of SARS, and by considering all participants' safety, we have made the painful decision to postpone the whole program. We apologize for this unpleasant postponement but we hope that the decision has been made early enough so that you still have enough time to reschedule your summer activities. It is our hope that the inconvenience is minimal. In case you do still have a plan to visit Taiwan in the summer, let us reiterate that you are still very welcome to visit NCTS and we will be happy to arrange the travel for you.

We apologize again and wish to be able to invite you to visit NCTS in the near future. If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to contact us.

Sincerely yours,

Jungkai Chen

Yuan-Pin Lee

I-Hsun Tsai

Eckart Viehweg

Chin-Lung Wang

(Scientific Committee)

